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UILITARY GEOGRAPHIC ALKFEATURES I NORTHERHY GUATEMATA

Northerr Cuatemala, or that section of the country lying north of
].6 N and. movn as the chaﬁmn eato of Peten, consists mostly of
' .réma:z‘;kaﬁly level plains with s(:aﬁtez.éfﬁd low ridges and hills, interspersed
with nunerous depressions. The groatest elevations, around 1200 fea‘t,
omurii 1 the southeast in the Petén Hills which extend into C(natema)
from. the uplonds of g>uthérn Briti'sh Henduras, i\vem@e elevation for

he plains arza is areund 500 Lssetc
Military operations in the aren and 2long the British f‘?@ﬁdiﬂf@ﬁ

horder would most significently be sffected by the lack of

‘é}mnspczr’m‘ﬁien facilities, the jwmgle-type vegetation praval
thyonghout the area, and web zround from ¥ay inte lovembey.

The entire region is vaderlzin by limsstons depesits, of Tertlary
eriglin in the sorth and scubh, and Oretaceous origin in the xk,m ral
ayea around Lake Pelén. ”.;im tha zs:?,LLv areas sinkholes are common, having
bexeaﬁ {ormed by the sublerranean ﬁz*ﬂomm characberistic of linestone ;5‘.11@&530
Sema: have impervious clay botiams and during the rainy seasor {Moy
thrmigtx Jetober) begome ponds; obhers connect with undergrourd dirainage
so that they dzy out and b Y5 s,h vegetatlion, Larger degressiong,
locally oalled bajos, become sxtensive areas of syemn during the
rainy seamﬁ@ '511'%; most of them dvv up during tlie dry season bebusan

Vovember and Ap"t"uo Some remzin wol and muddy the year rouad; and-

e

some are sufficient LJ telaw the weter table so that they {form
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permanent lakes. The region is echaracterized by wnderground drainage

ratiner than surface runoff, although & few sluggish, meandevin

Sheans

ir
o)

sndary
streams forrm during the rainy season, bub megt are decidediy reduced or

disapprar during the dry ssason.
Jater resources are available the year round :hroughout mozt of

.. the region, although the water qualiily is poor due to heavy mineral

- fand, in some areas, bacterial contamination. Where surfacs water.

1y an wnderground supply.

]

virely of very dense feresh, with

Careadile ergreens pr m:vigaiinga In areas wikh o disiimf&v@iy
seagon, deciduocus hreeg, graﬂélandsg’and.scrub also cerur; but whers
deciduous troes grow along stream banks they are almost never cntirely
/ leafless begause of the canstant moishure and warm temperaiures. As

a vasult,; in most areas dense wegetation is available for ccuconlment

urooeses throughout the year. The only exbtensive aprea of ssvannall is
ole) R

éiuth of Laguna de Yetfn, in %he central part of the area; zinall

savannahs are scebiered through‘the Petén Hills. |
Cultursl features are very spérsee Jecasional villapes are

scattered throughout the arsa, but they are very small. The 1950

Census lists only 10 towns, with populabion ranging from 185 o

1,57h; only three of these wers over 1000, Only two roads exioty

one near Flores and thz other near Poctun. ALl other>@ommunicaﬁiun is

by dirt trails in dry weather only, or by air. A few smell air strips

are used by small plansg, bub they serve a limited purpose cunly.

Approved For Release ~CIA-RDP60-00346R000100250028-4
' - g



Approved For ReleasanniaRIE60-00346R000100250028-4

Hovemert of troops in the area would be extremely difficuls in the

dry season, and almost impossible during the wet season. The ground

w«
H

is orevailingly dry for sboubt i months of the year, but from Moy thro
Decamber soft ground and standing water would prohibit the use of even
tracked vehicles, and throughout the entire year the densz forests
would be z problem. Along the torder, the hilly s&cﬁieﬁ in the south
would present problems on the slopes, and soft ground in the vaileya.
Hoad and airfield construction wonld be difficult becauze of the
short dry season, the lack of existing means of procuring sugplies,
lach of labor, and limited construciion materals. Althiough much of
the area is underlain by bed rock clese to the surface, providing. a
fairkly stable base, deep deposits of plastic elay also ccoux often,
requiring quanbities of rock fill which are not always readiiy cvailable.
Foregt ciearing presents an adJ%ticpal major problem. (onss uction of

alxiields would reqguime preliminary investigabion for subsur face
i L&

;.;

caverns and potential sinks in limestone areas. In sections su ubject
te flecding, grades would have 4o be raised by £ill to 2s8uUI? use,
dursi ng the wel season. Maintenance on both roada and airr %ig.4
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be difficult Decause of F1 oods, wasHouts, and rapid regrowbh of VethgwiJnn




